My Three Years in America

were in excess of his performances. Bielaski, in his evidence
before the Senate Committee, at first hesitated to mention th*s
case at all, and was only induced to do so by the insistence of
another Government official ; it is clear, therefore, that he
attached very little importance to it, and, as a matter of fact,
the charge was not supported by any witnesses in a court of
law, or by any legal attestation.

In a word, during all our period of service in America, as
representatives of the German Empire, practically nothing of
all that was alleged against us was proved to be true. A few
of the stories of illegal activity, however, were based on some
foundation of truth, and were popularly but erroneously sup-
posed to further the interests of Germany, By these moans we
were first brought into discredit, and from that time on, every
rumour, or piece of gossip concerning acts of violence on the
part of Germans, whether based on fact or not, served only to
increase the widespread popular suspicion and distrust of
everyone and everything German.
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